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Press Release  
JRS UK publishes a new collection of creative writing, 
showcasing the “powerful voices of the muted people in 
society” 
 

‘Home is a feeling not a place’, published today, is a is a compilation of creative writing from the 
refugee friends of the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) UK1.  

The short paperback volume is the first published work of JRS UK’s Open Writing Space, featuring 
poetry and prose written by eight refugees and asylum seekers. The volume explores themes 
including lockdown, the meaning of ‘home’, the climate emergency, and peace. 

The book launched at the Open Writing Space Showcase online event this evening2, where 
contributing authors showcase their work together over Zoom. The 58-page volume will be 
available for purchase immediately after the event, with all proceeds going towards the work of 
JRS UK.3 

This book is a distillation of the energy and imagination of refugee friends - nurtured through a 
series of online creative writing workshops, led and facilitated by poet, educator and performer, 
Laila Sumpton, through the lockdown of 2020.  

Laila Sumpton said: “During the creative writing workshops we travelled to many places 
together and shared many moments of laughter. We explored poetry through writing 
recipes of ourselves, wrote about the experience of the lockdown and also wrote letters to 
and from the future.  
“We looked at portraits and imagined their stories and explored what peace and home 
meant to us. It was wonderful to connect online, explore these themes as a group and work 
out how best to express ourselves through poetry, letters and short stories. Many of the 
refugee friends were new to creative writing and I was really proud of how they took on the 
writing challenges.” 
Han, a refugee friend of JRS UK and contributing author of the book said: ‘Writing is a powerful 
instrument to communicate and engage with another individual. I hope this book will leave 
a lasting impression of the powerful voices of the muted people in society, that it will open 
new avenues of thoughts and ideas which were never considered before.’ 
JRS UK has always tried to facilitate spaces where creativity and joy can erupt: working with 
refugees and not simply for refugees. The ideas and skills of refugee friends are central to the 
activities offered at JRS. We find an environment of empowerment is fostered, within which people 
feel a sense of ownership over their space.  
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Dallya Alhorri, JRS UK’s Refugee Activities Coordinator said: “This book has allowed our friends 
to stand up and believe in themselves and show the whole world how creative they are; 
they can be role models for others and inspire those who believe they can’t do anything 
while they’ve been refused by the government. I hope with this book you will get to the 
same level as the writer, see through their words and get to know what they dreamed of; 
and what a hard time they have been through.” 

Refugee Week is a UK-wide festival celebrating the contributions, creativity and resilience of 
refugees and people seeking sanctuary. This year, it takes place from 14th - 20th June and the 
theme is ‘We Cannot Walk Alone’.  

The paperback collection, ‘Home is a feeling not a place’, is available for £10 on the JRS UK 
website. All proceeds go to the work of JRS UK.  

JRS UK is particularly grateful to the Cardinal’s Appeal and the Sisters of Charity of St Louis for 
their support of the JRS UK Open Writing Space.  

 

- Ends –  
Notes to Editor 

1. The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is an international Catholic organisation, at work in 
over 50 countries around the world with a shared mission to accompany, serve and 
advocate on behalf of refugees and other forcibly displaced persons. In the UK, our work 
currently focuses on those who find themselves destitute as a consequence of government 
policies and those detained for the administration of immigration procedures. 
 

2. Join JRS UK online to celebrate Refugee Week with a special showcase event from the 
Open Writing Space group on Wednesday 16th June between 18:30 – 19:30.The link to 
register is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckdOmhrj0sGNZvoR6UPHm7Ay2fSbFjbdW1  
 

3. Home is a Feeling Not a Place can be purchased at: 
https://www.jrsuk.net/refugeegifts/home-is-a-feeling-not-a-place/  
 

4. Contact: Joanna Biernat, Editorial Communications Assistant, 
Joanna.biernat@jrs.net  07395 416045;  
 


