
Welcoming the Stranger: 
A Jubilee Reflection



Every stranger 
who knocks at our 
door is an 
opportunity for an 
encounter with 
Jesus Christ.

“



What is the Jubilee of Migrants and Refugees? 

• A special moment in the Church 
to reflect on migration and 
displacement

• Usually, the Church celebrates 
World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees on the last day of 
September: because this is a 
Jubilee year, we celebrate the 
Jubilee instead! 

• A call to renew our commitment 
to justice and welcome



“A person who has fled 
their country due to a well-
founded fear of 
persecution because of 
their race, religion, 
nationality, political 
opinion, or membership in 
a particular social group”

UN Refugee Convention

Who is a refugee?

• No one chooses to be a 
refugee

• Forced to leave everything 
behind – homes, jobs, 
schools, even family – to 
seek safety



Global situation

• 123.2 million 
forcibly displaced – 
only 42.7 million 
have crossed a 
border

• Majority of people 
are internally 
displaced



Which country 
hosts the most 
refugees?

Iran

United Kingdom

France

Turkey

Germany

Colombia

Uganda

67% hosted in neighbouring 
countries

73% in low- to middle-income 
countries



Most refugees in neighbouring countries



Catholic Social Teaching 
principles: 

• Human dignity

• Solidarity

• Option for the poor

• The common good

What does the Church teach?

“There never has been a period 
during which the Church has not 
been active on behalf of migrants, 
exiles and refugees.”

“Our countries are always better off 
for the presence of people born 
elsewhere, who bring their own 
talents, cultures, and knowledge”



The UK asylum system – very simplified

Arrive in the UK Claim asylum Sent to asylum 
accommodation Interview

Recognition of 
refugee status

Initial refusal

Appeal(s)

Cut off 
from public 

support

Submit 
new 

evidence



I first arrived in the UK in 2007. I am originally from a 
small country in West Africa that many people don’t 
know much about. 

I grew up under a dictatorship. I am from an ethnic 
group that was denied opportunity under the 
regime.

When the long-standing ruler died in the early 
2000s, we finally found the courage to raise our 
voices. We protested for our rights, for freedom. But 
the response was brutal. The military came after us. 
Arrests, torture, disappearances. I had to flee, or I 
would not be here today. 

I decided to go to the UK because I had learnt 
English through my church. I also deeply respected 
the values of the British people I met there. For me, 
the UK represented a place of safety, dignity, and 
respect.

- Daniel

“ SEEKING ASYLUM



During my asylum interview, I thought everything 
went well. There were two women and they were 
really kind, but I think there were some traps – 
traps behind the questions that I didn’t realise. I 
was really afraid. I explained everything to them. I 
told them about all the ordeals that I had been 
through.

The letter came two weeks later. I had to get 
someone to translate it. The letter said that they 
didn’t believe my story. 

My refusal was really death. I could see death. I 
was so afraid.

It really just came down to the fact that the dates 
I gave were not exact, and the Home Office held 
that against me. I had been so confused myself 
that I couldn’t give the correct date.

- Cecile

“ INTERVIEW



I sought asylum in the UK back in 2012, when I 
was just 16. 

I fled Eritrea to escape indefinite military 
conscription, where people are forced to serve for 
years without end, on poor wages, with no hope 
of release. 

I was refused asylum four times. It took over a 
decade before I was finally recognized as a 
refugee this year. 

The problems began when the Home Office 
mistook my identity – they thought I was from 
another country. When I was refused asylum, I 
lost all support. This was the start of ten years of 
poverty: I wasn’t allowed to work or study, and I 
had to depend on others for everything. 

- Nathaniel

“ LIVING IN THE HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT



How do these stories make you 
feel?



The Jesuit Refugee 
Service UK
• Largest Catholic 

refugee organisation 
in the UK

• Serving more than 
300 refugees from 
over 80 countries

• Serving people 
trapped in the asylum 
system with no 
support

14



Jesuit Refugee Service UK

Food, clothes, 
toiletries Legal advice Detention 

outreach

Activities & 
community

Campaigning for 
change Accommodation



• Be informed about what is 
going on 

• Challenge unfair 
narratives – think about 
why the news, politicians, 
and other influential 
figures may use certain 
language 

• Support refugee 
organisations like JRS UK

How can we respond?



What can you do today?

• Pray with refugees 

• Learn more about people 
seeking safety & tell others

• Fundraise – bake sales, 
races, or collections of food

• Write a letter of welcome 
to someone seeking 
sanctuary in the UK



Migrants: Missionaries of Hope
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What does it mean 
to be a “missionary 

of hope”? 

How do migrants 
and refugees show 
hope in their lives? 

How can we, as a 
school community, 

share hope with 
others? 

Which CST principle 
speaks to you most 

today, and why? 

What small action 
could you take this 

week to live out your 
faith in solidarity 
with refugees?



Lord Jesus, 

Give us courage to 
accompany others, for in 
walking at their side we find 
you there present with us.

Give us joy that we might 
serve others, for in tending 
wounds of those who suffer, 
we sense your healing grace 
at work in us.

Give us wisdom, as we 
advocate for others, for in 
defending the 
downtrodden we hear your 
voice speak up for us. 

Grant that in all we do, we 
may give you glory Lord; 
we return all we have in 
love to you, for you have 
given everything to us.

Amen.
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Thank you!



• Why do you think some 
people believe negative 
things about refugees as a 
group? Where do these 
ideas come from? 

• What’s one thing you’ve 
learned today that 
challenges a common myth 
about refugees? 

• How can you use your voice 
to stand up for people who 
are being treated unfairly?

Further discussion

• What does Catholic Social 
Teaching say about how 
we should respond to 
injustice?

• Can you think of a small 
action you could take this 
week to support refugees 
or raise awareness?
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