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Template letter to MP
Dear [MP name],
Children seeking safety are being wrongly identified as adults, detained, and in some cases removed to France. This should not be happening.
Detention causes profound harm to everyone subjected to it, and its impact on children is especially severe. Many of these children have already experienced conflict, trafficking, exploitation, torture, or other forms of trauma. Yet they are being held in prison-like conditions, often for extended periods, while their age is disputed. Evidence shows that detention can lead to serious deterioration in mental health, including self-harm, withdrawal, and severe distress. 
I urge you to call on the Government to strengthen safeguards for children seeking safety. In particular, I ask you to support:
· Better screening procedures to ensure children are correctly identified on arrival
· Prompt referral to local authorities whenever a person says they are under 18
· Age assessments being conducted in the community rather than in detention
· An end to the detention of children seeking safety
· Longer term, a commitment to ending the use of immigration detention, which causes profound harm and has no place in a humane asylum system. Instead, asylum cases should be processed in the community
Children seeking safety deserve protection, dignity, and the chance to have their age and asylum claim assessed fairly. I would be grateful if you could let me know what action you will take on this issue.
Children seeking safety need protection, not detention.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Address]
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